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March 12, 2018 

Dear Mayor Holly Daines, 

I am writing on behalf of the Allen and Alice Stokes Nature Center often referred to as 

Stokes Nature Center to express appreciation to Logan City for your consideration in transferring 

ownership of facilities located at Second Dam to our organization. We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to take otherwise unwanted facilities and turn them into amenity rich public spaces 

for Logan City residents, students and other visitors to enjoy.   

Stokes Nature Center is an educational non-profit organization and a museum certified by 

the Utah Division of Arts and Museums. Our mission is to promote outdoor exploration, provide 

nature education, and foster appreciation and stewardship of our natural world. We are proud to 

be the official educational permittee of the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest and enjoy a 

positive partnership with our Forest Service colleagues.  

Stokes Nature Center currently operates our nature center in the historical 2000 sqft 

American Legion Post No. 7 lodge located 1.2 miles below Second Dam along the Logan River 

Trail. In 1997, our organization took on a dilapidated building and restored it to National Forest 

standards while preserving its historical value. Now Logan City residents, students, and other 

visitors are able to enjoy a piece of history that otherwise would have been lost.  

While we love our lodge; Stokes Nature Center has experienced tremendous growth 

which has increased the pressure to secure additional facilities to be able to meet the demand of 

our programs and services. We have looked at many sites but we repeatedly return to Logan 

Canyon and the Second Dam site.  

The Stokes Nature Center board and staff understand the historical significance of the 

facilities at Second Dam and fully intends to safeguard the structures’ historic value, context and 

aesthetics in alignment with National Park Service guidelines.  



With this in mind, we have partnered with Laura Smith, AIA LEED AP BD+C at CRSA 

to ensure the historical value of the facilities are preserved. CRSA specializes in historical 

preservation and has worked on many similar projects throughout the State of Utah. We believe 

CRSA is a perfect partner for this special project. 

If transfer of the facilities is approved; Stokes Nature Center intends to renovate the 

larger residential unit to provide a safe and publicly accessible educational nature center for 

Logan City residents, students, and other visitors. We intend to renovate the smaller residential 

unit to provide much needed office space for our staff. The detached garages will be renovated to 

ensure safe usage as additional program space and storage. We envision working hand-in-hand 

with the Forest Service to naturalize the surrounding grounds with appreciation for native flora 

and fauna at the forefront.  

We are excited about preserving the facilities at Second Dam. We believe the 

connectivity of the Second Dam site to our facility at the former American Legion Post No. 7 

lodge further enhances the rich historical narrative of the area as a whole and will enhance Logan 

City residents, students, and other visitors overall quality of life and appreciation for our natural 

world. 

If you have further questions, you can reach me directly on my cell at 801-649-6041 or 

via email at director@logannature.org. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jennifer Hamilton 
Executive Director 

Stokes Nature Center 
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